Substances that diffuse across the placenta
	Type of Substance
	To fetus from mother
	To mother from fetus

	Respiratory gases
	Oxygen
	Carbon dioxide

	Soluble nutrients
	Amino acids

Glucose

Fatty acids

Glycerol

Vitamins

Minerals

Water
	

	Disease-preventing substances
	Antibodies

Antibiotics
	

	Nitrogenous excretory substances
	
	Urea

	Potentially harmful substances
	Alcohol, nicotine and other drugs

Viruses

Bacteria
	


