The Reactivity Series


Potassium     (Very reactive) 
Sodium
Calcium
Magnesium
Aluminium

Carbon
Zinc
Iron
Tin
Lead

Hydrogen
Copper
Silver
Gold             (Very unreactive) 

Increasing Reactivity





Metals above the blue line:


Carbon can’t reduce their oxides





Metals above the red line:


They displace hydrogen from acids, and hydrogen can’t reduce their oxides








