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McMaster University

Welcome to McMaster!

There's a lot to discover about our university. We are very proud of our programs, the experience we're
able to offer students, and our beautiful campus. We are committed to preserving it and the environment.

This handbook is printed on 100% recycled paper but our environmental priorities don‘t end
there. Reducing waste, energy consumption and pesticide use and increasing recycling are just
some of the steps McMaster is taking to create a more sustainable campus. Every year more
lighting is converted to energy efficient fixtures, we're replacing service vehicles with electric
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Our Research

Over the last six years our research
enterprise has tripled, with McMaster
researcher’s bringing in over $332
million last year.

Ranked second in Canada in
research intensity (Research
Infosource Inc., 2007)

Home to 68 Canada Research

Chairs achieving research excellence
in natural sciences, engineering,
health sciences, humanities and
social sciences

McMaster is one of only four
Canadian universities in the Top 100
in the world according to Shanghai
Jiao Tong University’s 2007 rankings

Ranked as one of only seven
universities in Canada in the Top 200
universities in The Times Higher
World University Rankings 2006

Home to more than 80 research
centres and institutes

carts and any new building meets the LEEDS silver environmental standard.

Thanks in advance for doing your part to make these and our other environmental initiatives

work so well.
Good luck over the coming year.

Peter George
President and Vice-Chancellor

Our Libraries

McMaster Unviersity Libraries was
the first Canadian academic library
to win the prestigious Excellence in
Academic Libraries Award, granted
yearly by the Association of College
and Research Libraries

We are the only Canadian academic
library to house the high-tech
automated APT BookScan 2400RA
used to digitize up to 1,000
out-of-print books a month from
the library’s rarest collections

The first Canadian library on
Cybrary City Island in the virtual
world, Second Life and we are the
first known individual library to
offer a staffed reference service

in the virtual world

All our campus libraries lend
laptops to McMaster students,
faculty and staff for in-library use

Our unique print-on-demand
service and partnership with
Lulu.com will allow you to print
your own copy of rare and unique
items such as an autographed
first-edition reproduction of

H.G. Wells’ The Time Machine

The H.G. Thode Library of Science
& Engineering is being renovated
and will be a model innovative
learning space including:

- High end computing workstations,
multimedia pods, and full wireless
capabilities

- Small group study spaces
featuring interactive whiteboards
and plasma displays

- Classrooms and break-out rooms
enabled with video conferencing,
podcasting, and vodcasting



Our Students

Graduation Rate
Employment Rate (two years after graduation)
OSAP Default Rate

80.3%
96.3%
8.4%

(Ministry of Education & Training Performance Indicators — 2006)

Our students gave us high marks in: Our First-Year Classes

Reputation for leading-edge research A
Sense of personal safety/security A
Faculty member’s knowledge of subjects A
Globe and Mail University Report Card 2007

Class Sections

Labs and Tutorials

74.6%
96.0%
7.6%

65% <100 students
94.4% <60 students

National Survey

of Student
Engagement

(NSSE) 2006 Survey

Q. How would you evaluate
your entire educational
experience at this institution?

A. 84.3% of first-year students
responded either Excellent
or Good

Q. If you could start over again,
would you go to the same
institution you are now
attending?

A. 87.8% of first-year students

responded either Definitely
or Probably Yes.
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Campus & Community

=~ Building An Inclusive Community
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McMaster is a community in the largest sense of the word. Our self-contained
campus is home to over 20,000 students, staff and faculty, representing many
different cultures, religions and lifestyles. The University fosters an environment
of diversity and inclusivity. The President’s Advisory Committee on Building an

Inclusive Community helps to build a stronger, more inclusive community for all.

The President’s Advisory Committee on
Building an Inclusive Community acts
as an advisory board to the President
on a variety of issues and consists of
representatives from various campus
groups and organizations including:

Senate Committee on Human Rights

MSU Committee on Human Rights

Ombuds Office

Sexual Harassment and

Anti-Discrimination Office

Women’s Studies

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and

Transgendered Centre

Anti-Violence Network

Peace Studies

And many others.

A Positive Space

A GLBT Positive Space is a space

in which human rights are valued,
and where lesbian, gay, bisexual

and transgendered people and their
friends and allies are welcomed and
respected. This is just one of the ways
that McMaster is committed to creating
a diverse and inclusive learning and
living environment.



Did You Know...

Hamilton is home to the Hamilton Tiger Cats and the
Hamilton Bulldogs - 2007 Calder Cup Champions?

137 kilometres of trails and 1356 acres of natural
space at 32 locations can be found in Hamilton?

with more than 60 waterfalls, Hamilton is known as the
“City of Waterfalls"?

as home to a world-class university, a leading Canadian
college and the five-site hospital system known

as Hamilton Health Sciences, Hamilton is quickly
becoming recognized as a leading educational and
health care community?

Our Community — Hamilton

With a population of just over 500,000, Hamilton is

the ninth largest city in Canada and the fourth largest

in Ontario. This vast multi-cultural city is not only an
urban, health, education, and industrial centre, but is also
home to over 137 kilometres of trails that allow hikers,
bikers and naturalists to explore Hamilton’s forests and
botanical exhibits.

Situated on the Niagara escarpment, Hamilton is only

45 minutes from Toronto, Niagara Falls, Waterloo and
Guelph and less than an hour’s drive from the U.S. border.
While visiting McMaster, take some time to discover
Hamilton. The links to the right can get you started.

Links to Get You Started

Tourism Hamilton
hamiltonundiscovered.com

Check out all that Hamilton has to offer from shopping to
restaurants to recreation and special events.

Bruce Trail
iroquoia.on.ca

This continuous footpath follows the Niagara Escarpment
through Southern Ontario and actually crosses the
McMaster campus.

Cootes Paradise
rbg.ca

This 2,000 acre forest and wetland preserve is home to more
than 250 species of breeding and migratory birds.

Copps Coliseum

hecfi.on.ca/copps/copp

With a capacity of 17,500 this international calibre venue is
host to a wide variety of sporting and entertainment events
throughout the year. It is also home to the Hamilton Bulldogs
hockey team — winners of the 2007 Calder Cup!
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Residence

= Admission to Residence

M in the past a 78% admission average has been required to guarantee a spot in
residence (subject to change)

aauapisay |

B students are notified of guaranteed status with offer of admission

M residence application form and deposit are required by 4:00 pm on May 28, 2009

M huilding/room assignments are done by random lottery
M students are permitted to list preferences for residence room type and roommate

M 95% or higher admission (as of May 27, 2009) average guarantees a single-bed space
in one of the residences

W Residence Options Traditional

dormitory style buildings where

McMaster’s campus is home, literally,

to almost 3,700 residence students. students share washroom and

Our residences are located on central lounge areas with other residents

campus, within a five-minute walk to on their floor

classes, athletic facilities, libraries and single, double, triple and quad rooms
of course amazing dining facilities. (most first-year students are housed
We offer a range of building sizes and in double rooms)

types (see campus map on pages 70 co-ed or single sex

and 71). Typically, our residences can meal plan required

Apartment/Suite Style

be divided into two main categories.

a self-contained apartment or
suite with kitchen or kitchenette,
washroom and lounge facilities

each student has an individual
bedroom within the apartment/suite

buildings are co-ed
minimum of a reduced meal
plan required
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Financial Aid & Scholarships

= Entrance Awards

M automatic award based on final admission average to program — no separate
application required

B students completing their high school credentials in Canada or Canadian
citizens/Permanent Residents completing high school outside of Canada are
eligible for these awards provided they meet the academic criteria

B students must apply for admission not more than two years after completion of
secondary school studies and must not have previous post-secondary experience
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M please consult the Undergraduate Calendar for more details on award terms
and conditions

Honour Awards

Average Required* Value Number

Available
95%+ (President’'s Award) $3,000 Unlimited
90-94.99% $2,000 Unlimited
85-89.99% $1,000 Unlimited
80-84.99% $750 Unlimited
“ the final admission average is calculated based on your top six Grade 12 U/M

grades including those courses required for admission to your program



More than 3,600 first-year students received an entrance scholarship in 2007-2008.
McMaster also offers in-course and graduand scholarships valued at $1.6 million.

Bursaries

Bursaries are granted on the basis of financial need, and

are available to all registered McMaster students who apply

and qualify.

B our online bursary application is available September 15
— February 28 of your first year

B a bursary is a grant which does not require repayment

B students must apply to OSAP (or other government loans)
prior to applying for bursary funds

Planning Your Budget

Wondering how much a year at university will cost?

While expenditures at university will vary by student, this
chart will provide you with an approximate cost for a typical
McMaster student. This budget estimates tuition, residence
room and meal plan costs in the on-campus example, and
expenses for a shared three-bedroom apartment in the
off-campus living example.

First-Year Expenses

Working On Campus

Finding part-time employment through work-study programs
on campus is a great way to offset some of your university
expenses. At McMaster we offer our students a wide range
of opportunities to earn a few extra dollars as well as gain
valuable work experience.

® more than 670 jobs on campus

B employment available in over 100 departments
across campus

B positions range from administrative support to
athletic coordinators

B fall/winter applications available online beginning
August 1st.

B average salary is $9-$10 per hour

At Home (Local) At Home (Commuter) On-Campus Off-Campus
Tuition Fees $6,020** $6,020** $6,020** $6,020**
Accommodation 0 0 $4,325 $3,535%**
Food (Meals) $900 $900 $2,900 $2,650
Books and Supplies $1,215 $1,215 $1,215 $1,215
Personal Expenses $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000
Transportation 0* $2,100 0* 0*
Entertainment $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000
Total $10,135 $12,235 $16,460 $15,420

*a Hamilton Street Railway (HSR) bus pass is included as part of the student’s supplementary fees

**tuition fees, including all supplementary fees, for 2008-2009 range from $5,582-§7,748 for Canadian students and from

$13,693-820,611 for visa students

*** based on shared living expenses
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Athletics & Recreation

— Looking to stay active while at university? McMaster Athletics and Recreation has

=S
—— a wide variety of programming for all of your needs, including varsity athletics,
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intramurals, instructional programming, drop-in activities, outdoor recreation and

the David Braley Sport Medicine and Rehabilitation Centre. Our facilities include the

Ivor Wynne Centre and David Braley Athletic Centre, which combine to house nine

gymnasiums, a 50-metre pool, 200m indoor track, squash courts, climbing wall, and

one of the largest university fitness centres in Canada.
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The Pulse

This state-of the art facility has
everything you need to stay fit,
regardless of your fitness level, interest,
goals or available work out times.
Membership for students is only $56 for
four months or $102 for eight months
or $136 for 12 months, and gives you
access to both the equipment and the
various fitness and aerobics classes.
The Pulse offers:

Computerized Cardiovascular
Equipment

B treadmills

B elliptical trainers

B stationary bikes

B stair climbers

B rowing machines

¥ and cross country ski machine

Circuit Area

B featuring strength and cardio
equipment — get a full body workout
in less than 30 minutes!

Strength Training Area
B single station machines

B free weights

Hammer Strength

B power platforms

B an accessible multi-station for people
with physical limitations

Fitness/Aerobics

B fitness classes are offered throughout
the facility at all different levels

B over 70 classes per week

B certified instructors follow the
National Fitness Leadership Advisory
Committee guidelines



Hall Of Fame

Since 2000, McMaster has claimed:
23 QUA titles in nine different sports
28 OUA Coach of the Year awards in 12 different sports

19 OUA Most Valuable Players in 12 different sports.

Did You Know...

¥ In the Fall of 2008, McMaster will

Join a Team

Sport

Sport

open the new Ron Joyce Stadium? Badminton o o Lacrosse o o

The 6,000 seat multi-sport venue Baseball . Rowing o o

will be equipped with lights and an Basketball . . Sl . .

artificial soft surface. .

Cheerleading* . . Soccer . .

B Over one-third of McMaster -

student-athletes achieve 80% or Cycling ’ ’ SIS : :

greater in the classroom? Cross Country * * Swimming ‘ ‘
B McMaster has the only Alpine Tower, Fastpitch * Syn_Chr(_miiEd o

High Ropes course in Canada and Fencing ¢ ¢ Swm?mlng

also boasts a 36" high by 30" wide Field Hockey* . Tennis * *

indoor climbing wall? Figure Skating* . . Track ° °
B Athletics and Recreation is the largest Football J Volleyball ° °

employer of students on campus, Golf o o Water Polo o o

spending more than $1 million . . Wrestling . .

annually on student salaries?

® The $30 million David Braley Athletic
Centre opened in Fall 2006?

Gymnastics*
Ice Hockey*

*Competitive Club Teams
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Student Life

On behalf of the McMaster Students Union (MSU), | would like to welcome you to Canada’s
finest university (yes, other universities will try to claim the same, but here it's actually true)!
The MSU is an organization made for students, by students, providing political advocacy on
your behalf, services for your use, volunteer opportunities, and of course, hundreds of jobs.
We're here to make sure that your time at Mac is a safe, enjoyable and memorable one.

The MSU offers over 30 different services and departments, covering almost everything you
can think of, including the Emergency First Response Team, the Maroons spirit society, the
Marmor yearbook, Quarter's restaurant, the Union Market, and over 250 different clubs.
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The MSU is excited to be representing you in the coming year. We look forward to helping
you grow during your time here, and most importantly, to help provide an experience that

Clubs

The MSU supports and administers
more than 250 cultural, academic and
social clubs on campus.

For a complete listing visit their website
at: www.msu.mcmaster.ca/clubs

Student Services

Campus Health Services
www.mcmaster.ca/health

Services are available to the entire
McMaster community and include:

B medical assessment and treatment
B immunization and allergy injections
¥ health education services

¥ rehabilitative service

you will never forget.

See you soon!

Career Services
careers.mcmaster.ca

Career Services provides a full range
of career and employment related
services including:

B career counselling
B job postings/on-campus recruitment

B resume, job search & interview
skills workshops

Centre for Student
Development (CSD)

csd.mcmaster.ca

A resource for all McMaster students,
CSD offers services in four areas:

B personal concerns
¥ academic concerns
B gservices for students with disabilities

B leadership training

Azim Kasmani
President - McMaster Students Union

First Year Experience Office
(FYEO)

fye.mcmaster.ca
The FYEO offers services and programs
in five areas:

¥ making the transition from high
school to university

¥ the needs of first-year students

B work with faculty and campus
resources to ensure students achieve
their academic goals

¥ orientation programs such as: Prelude to
M@C, Welcome Week and Re-Orientation

B leadership training for student leaders



