Medical Interview Question Bank

One of the best ways to prepare for an upcoming medical interview is to have numerous practice interviews, where you get asked a wide range of different questions. It is beneficial to make the interview as realistic as possible so ask the person who is helping you to role play and to take the task seriously as opposed to looking at it as a relaxed informal chat as a lot of interviews are not!

To help you in your preparation I have generated a list of questions you may get asked at an interview, a good idea would be too print them out and get a relative friend or teacher to ask you all of them so you can prepare.

Why do you want to study medicine?

What influenced you to study medicine?

Tell us about yourself

What do you do in your free time?

What was the latest medical issue you have read up on and briefly describe it?

Can you name some members of the healthcare system?

Will you pursue your hobbies whilst studying at university or abandon them?

Where do you see yourself in 15 years time?

What area of medicine do you wish to specialise in.

How do you achieve a good balance between work load and hobbies?

Have you enjoyed you degree so far?

What have you got out of studying a degree in ………..

What is your 3rd year project about?

What happens after you graduate from medical school?

Why do you want to study medicine at our intuition?

What did you do during your work experience placement at the hospital?

In your own opinion what is the most significant advance in medicine in the past 10 Years

Can you tell us a bit about the course structure here at……..?

What work do you do in the community? (Dependant on the experience)

What is the hardest decision you have ever had to make?

Are you confident you will achieve a 2i in your degree?

Do you agree that the NHS is in a very poor condition and why?

How will you finance yourself through your second degree?

Why do people in aeroplanes suffer from Deep Vein Thrombosis from being still in one position, yet this does not affect people when they are asleep despite being in the same position for hours?

Could you perform an abortion and if not what would you do

Do you think mapping the human genome is a good idea

Tell me about your travels abroad (Dependant on the experience)

What do you think of the NHS bed crisis?

Why do you want to become a doctor and not a nurse?

How would you change the NHS

Do you actually understand what the field of medicine is really like and how?

Have you read any interesting articles lately?

What would you do if you were the Minister of Health in the UK?

Have you read any recent health care related news that caught your attention?

Did anyone try to put you down when you’ve decided to study medicine?

Do you like our institution?

What do you like about it?

What would a consultant get up to in a typical day at work?

What do you do to relax?

Can you work in a team and give me some example of team work you have been involved in.

Give an example of when you were a good leader?

Give an example of when you have worked well in a team?

In your opinion what makes a good doctor?

If a patient died due to a mistake you made how would you cope?

Why did you wait so long to study medicine? (Mature students)

Is it important to be honest and why?

Under what circumstances would it be acceptable to lie?

Which part of medicine interests you?

What do you want to specialise in and why?

What is the difference between PBL and traditional based courses?

What is PBL?

Why would out PBL based course suit you?

What can you tell me about AIDS in Africa?

What are your views on euthanasia?

Why do you want to come to this medical school, and not one of the others?

You have applied to?

Do doctors always get it right?

Why are you studying ………? (For non medical related subjects)

You’ve worked in care homes; tell me how the staff there perceived you?

Who makes up the team in the Primary health care?

What is palliative care and is it important?

What is your understanding of HIV?

How do you deal with stress?

What characteristic is unique about you?

How would you protect yourself from litigation?

How do you deal with difficult people within your workplace or (school)?

What are the negative aspects of being a doctor?

We have (X amount) applicants, why should we pick you’?

What are you views on organ donation?

What views do you have on animal testing?

Do you know what a Pathologist does?

What can you offer to our medical school?

What did you see when you went to the ………… department at the hospital?

Are doctors paid too much or too little?

Do you know how MRI works?

Do you know who invented CT scans?

What do you understand about abortion?

What are some problems associated with the NHS

Why do you want to do a 5 year course instead of a 4 year course? (Graduates)

What are your weaknesses?

What are the good and bad points about being a doctor?

What is the most important medical discovery in history?

During your work experience, did anything put you off medicine or shock you?

What did you learn from your work experience at ………?

I see you are working for the special constabulary, how do you feel this role has

helped you as a character? (Dependant on the experience)

What are your strengths and weaknesses?

Can a 14yr old mother carrying a 23 week old pregnancy and due to deliver imminently opt for her baby

not to be resuscitated? She does not want her parents to be involved.

How long have you wanted to study medicine?

What do you know about the NHS?

What does the NHS mean to you?

Who founded the NHS?

Why is the sky blue?

If you where on a deserted island what one item would you choose to have and why?

(They may ask you to describe what a particular X-ray or CT scan shows.)

This is obviously just a small selection and there are many other questions that could be asked especially ethical charged questions and scenarios. So it may be helpful to practice some scenario questions

